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Partnership for the Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers 

(PARCC)

PARCC is administered in reading and 
mathematics in grades 3 through 8 in 
the 4th quarter.  The test is 
administered by the Illinois State 
Board of Education (ISBE).  It is a 
proficiency test and is Federally 
mandated.

Woodland uses two standardized summary assessments:

Measures of Academic Progress 
(MAP)

MAP is an adaptive online test 
minimally administered twice a year, 
in September and May.  Individual 
student growth can be measured from 
the first to the second test which is 
then compared against the publisher’s 
national statistics. It is a district choice.
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PARCC Assessment Data 
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PARCC Scoring Levels

● The PARCC exams result in students categorized by Performance Level.  
There are five levels with only the top two levels defined as Proficient.

■ Exceeded Expectations 
■ Met Expectations
■ Approached Expectations
■ Partially Met Expectations
■ Did Not Meet Expectations
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66th - 78th percentiles

(Reported via an alignment study conducted by NWEA)
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The minimum national percentile necessary to reach 
proficiency on the PARCC exam, varied by grade 
and content area, ranges from:



Woodland English Language Arts (ELA) PARCC (Percent of 
students by performance level)
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Woodland English Language Arts (ELA) PARCC 
Scores

● Excluding 3rd grade, all grade levels are above the Illinois 
average 

● Half of the grade levels had higher percentages of student 
meeting expectations and half had fewer.

● In grade levels with fewer student meeting expectations 
there were large declines which we continue to review
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Woodland English Language Arts (ELA) PARCC 
Scores

● The Exceeds percentage increased for most grade levels 

● Too many students scored in the lowest category in several 
grade levels

● The percentage of 3rd grade students Meeting PARCC 
expectations in ELA has grown the last two years
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3rd Grade ELA Work

● This year we will integrate mentor texts for student work.  A 
mentor text is an outside benchmark of the expected quality of 
standard.  Over time or with a changing population a mentor 
text is essential for making sure performance expectations are 
on target.

● Reviewing formative assessments 

● Continue assistance with PARCC consultant 
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Woodland Mathematics PARCC Scores
(Percent of students by performance level)
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Woodland Mathematics PARCC Scores

● All grade levels are above the state average 

● Half of the grade levels had higher percentages of student 
meeting expectations and half had fewer

● In grade levels with fewer student meeting expectations 
there were large declines which we continue to review
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Woodland Mathematics PARCC Scores

● This year’s 4th and 5th grade results were not typical. 
(MAP and PARCC)

● 9.8 to 10.4 percent of 6th, 7th and 8th grade students 
exceeded Math PARCC expectations 

● 6th grade math had the largest percentage increase which is 
also the first year of a new math materials adoption

12



Warren and Grayslake High 
School Feeder Districts 
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Warren Feeder Districts
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Feeder District PARCC Scores

● Woodland students continue to do well in comparison to 
other feeder districts’ students

● One area that will be altered for next year is the entrance 
to Woodland’s Challenge Math program.  Woodland’s 
goal is to have a higher percentage of students 
completing Algebra I in 8th grade
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2017 Woodland School 
Report Cards 
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2017 Woodland School Report Cards

● The Woodland School Report Cards were provided to the 
Board on November 3rd

● Links to the school report card websites can be found:

○ Teaching and Learning Department page

○ Our District menu on the Woodland Home page
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PARCC 2018 and Beyond
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Woodland and PARCC 2018

● 2016 and 2017 PARCC for Woodland has been 3rd and 
8th grade online and 4th through 7th grade on paper.  

● For 2018 Woodland will test 3rd grade on paper and 4th 
through 8th grade will be online on student 
Chromebooks

● Visit www.dist50.net/PARCC for more information
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PARCC States in 2018

● Maryland, New Jersey, New Mexico, Illinois and the 
District of Columbia and the remaining states giving the 
PARCC exam in 2018

● Louisiana and Massachusetts use some PARCC 
questions as part of their state exam

● PARCC began with 24 states
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PARCC in 2019

● The ISBE contract with Pearson and PARCC ends this spring  

● Quote from State Superintendent Tony Smith:

"Currently, PARCC is the highest-rated assessment ever," he said. "There is 
no intention to stop using the assessment of readiness. We are all in with 
PARCC." 

Krishnamurthy, M., “State test scores drop in most suburban schools, but changes coming,” Daily 
Herald October 31, 2017



Conclusions
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Overall Performance

● Nearly all grade level and content areas had a greater 
percentage of Woodland students meeting or exceeding 
the Illinois average

● As Woodland students compare favorably wit all other 
Warren and Grayslake High School Feeder Districts
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Overall Performance

● While PARCC results were mixed, MAP results from last 
year quantified a greater percentage of Woodland students 
reaching or exceeding their individual growth target in 
2017 than in either 2016 or 2015 

● 3rd grade PARCC ELA did see an increase in the 
percentage of students meeting standards for two 
consecutive years
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Overall Performance

● Woodland composite PARCC scores continue to be 
strong even as English Learners and Low Income 
Families needs increase

26



Areas to Address

● Review PARCC item analysis for evidence 
statements/standards, alter concentrations or develop 
new methods of instruction

● Continue 4th and 5th grade review due to declines in 
PARCC and MAP
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Areas to Address

● Continue mentor text/benchmark integration for ELA 
especially at 3rd grade

● Allow a first year implementation of the new ELA 
resources at the Middle School before further review

● Adjust the entrance criteria for Woodland’s Challenge 
program to ensure more students have access to Algebra 
I content in 8th grade
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Areas for Consideration

● How can we increase the ELA options for Woodland Middle School 
Students?

● Many other Feeder districts have monthly early release time for 
Professional Learning Communities and professional development. 
○ Strategic Plan Community Survey results support this; 73% of 

respondents support an early release or late start for staff professional 
development 
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6th through 8th Grade ELA Time

● One area that continues to be challenging is the limited 
time for ELA in the Middle School

● Woodland has 50 minutes per day of ELA time in 6th 
through 8th grade

● The Illinois average for 6th grade is 89 minutes a day and 
for 8th grade it is 77 minutes a day
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6th through 8th Grade ELA Time

● Woodland has the lowest number of 6th and 8th grade 
ELA minutes per day of any of the Grayslake and Warren 
feeder districts (tied with Antioch)

● Identifying more ELA time can be considered as part of 
the Strategic Planning discussion
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Invest in Core Effective Strategies

● Encourage, model, reinforce and support reflective 
practitioners

● Complete benchmark assessments and model the 
reflective practice at all levels of the organization

● Continue process of transitioning toward Coaching 
support
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Invest in Core Effective Strategies

● First year implementation of the 6th through 8th grade 
ELA materials 

● Begin Kindergarten through 5th grade ELA material 
review and adoption process

● Continue 3rd grade ELA concentration with outside 
consultation support
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Take Away #1
Woodland students do well when compared to 
other Warren and Grayslake Feeder Districts
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Take Away #2
Nearly all Woodland grade levels and content 
areas had a higher percentage of students meet or 
exceed PARCC standards than the Illinois 
average
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Take Away #3
Woodland is reviewing its Kindergarten through 
5th grade ELA resources this year with the intent 
to adopt new resources for students and staff new 
school year
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Take Away #4
Woodland will review expanding its Challenge 
Math program to provide more students access to 
Algebra I by 8th grade
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