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MEETING OF THE REGULAR BOARD SESSION OF 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

WOODLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT 50 
Board of Education Office 
1105 N. Hunt Club Road 

Gurnee, IL 60031 
Thursday, January 28, 2010 

 
Call to Order 
President, L.A. Gregorash, called the regular session of the Board of Education of Woodland School 
District 50 to order at 7:48 PM.  
 
Roll Call 
Members Present:  Bruce Bohren 
    Catherine Campbell 

L.A. Gregorash 
Terry Hall 
Joan Morris 
Mark Vondracek 

     
Members Absent:  Carla Little 
 
Superintendent Present:  Joy Swoboda   
Associate Superintendent: Bob Leonard   
 
Citizen Statements 
There were a total of six citizen statements. 

• Ellyn Ruhlmann – Requested the Board consider busing her child from their home that is located 
outside of the district boundaries, to the parochial school in Grayslake. She feels, after reading 
the Illinois Code 105 ILCS 5/29-4, that nothing prohibits her child from being transported by 
Woodland School.  

• Lauren Reed – Ms. Reed read the attached statement regarding the Woodland Band Program. 
• Alex Attiah – Thanked the Board and Bob Leonard for addressing his questions from the January 

21, 2010 meeting. Mr. Attiah asked the Board if they will take into consideration suggestions from 
the public that include proposed cuts but not as drastic as job cuts.  

• Tony Blumberg - Mr. Blumberg read the attached statement regarding the Woodland Band 
Program. 

• Richard Nelson – Mr. Nelson addressed the Board regarding the Woodland Band Program. Mr. 
Nelson feels the band program has positive effects on the students who participate. Mr. Nelson 
asked the Board to please continue the band program. 

• Pam Morton – Mrs. Morton read the attached statement regarding the Woodland Band Program. 
  

Approval of Agenda 
A motion was made by Bruce Bohren and seconded by Joan Morris to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
On Roll Call, the votes were: 
Ayes: Catherine Campbell, L.A. Gregorash, Terry Hall, Joan Morris, Mark Vondracek, Bruce 

Bohren   
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Carla Little 
The motion carried. 
 
Consent Agenda 
A motion was made by Bruce Bohren and seconded by L.A. Gregorash to approve the consent agenda 
as presented.  
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Board member Hall asked that items B, E, and K be pulled from consent. Member Campbell asked that 
items A, C, I and K be pulled from consent. These items will be added to the action Items as follows; 
 
Consent A – becomes Action B 
Consent B – becomes Action C 
Consent C – becomes Action D 
Consent E – becomes Action E 
Consent I –  becomes Action F 
Consent K – becomes Action G 
 
A motion was made by Bruce Bohren and seconded by L.A. Gregorash to approve the consent agenda 
as amended. 
 
On Roll Call, the votes were: 
Ayes: L.A. Gregorash, Terry Hall, Joan Morris, Mark Vondracek, Bruce Bohren, Catherine 

Campbell 
Nays: None 
Absent: Carla Little 
    
D. Budget Transfers 
F. Acceptance of Resignations 

ESP    Position     
Holly Anderson   Paraprofessional   
Konnie May   Bus Driver   
Veronica Salgado  Bus Driver   
Marcie Weiser   Insurance Benefits Assistant   

   
 CERTIFIED   Position     

Alison Murbach   Kindergarten – Prim.   
   
G. Approval of Leaves of Absence   

Amy Hartmann 
Sarah Kaiser 
Katie Norwell 
Kristin Miks 
Tiffany Short 

 
H. Approval of Substitutes 
J. Acceptance of Donations 
L. Approval of Aimsweb 

 
 
 
Action Items 
A. Transportation Bus Lease for FY11 
As requested by the FACT committee, the district bid the bus rental agreement for FY11. Bob Leonard, 
Associate Superintendent, presented to the Board the bid lease summary from the bus rental bids that 
were opened January 19, 2010. Mr. Leonard explained five bid packages were sent out and two bids 
were received. Midwest Transit provided three options. The administration recommended Option #2 for a 
zero ($0) increase over FY10 costs. 
 
Member Hall wanted to know if the bus lease could be altered. Mr. Leonard replied that it is possible. 
 
A motion was made by Bruce Bohren and seconded by Catherine Campbell to award the FY11 Bus bid to 
Midwest Transit at a cost of $937,385 for the FY11 school term. 
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On Roll Call, the votes were: 
Ayes: Terry Hall, Joan Morris, Mark Vondracek, Bruce Bohren, Catherine Campbell,  

L.A. Gregorash 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Carla Little 
The motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by L.A. Gregorash and seconded by Bruce Bohren to enter into a bus rental 
agreement with Midwest Transit for 89 buses at a cost of $937,385 for the FY11 school term. 
 
On Roll Call, the votes were: 
Ayes: Carla Little, Joan Morris, Mark Vondracek, Bruce Bohren, Catherine Campbell,  

L.A. Gregorash 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Terry Hall 
The motion carried. 
 
B. Minutes 
Member Campbell expressed her feelings that minutes dealing with budget reductions should contain 
more detail. Discussions involved the website that includes all of the detailed information, the idea that 
minutes are not meant to be detailed and the timeline of minutes being approved and available to the 
public before the next scheduled meeting. It was stated that with the critical timing of the meetings and 
making the information available to the community that an additional link on the website may be 
beneficial. 
Also, the discussion led to the scheduling of school events and board meetings at the same time. It was 
brought up that school calendars should be looked at before scheduling in an effort to avoid any overlap. 
It was explained that the school events calendar is produced before the Board schedules their meetings. 
Also explained were the difficulties in scheduling events that never coincide with anything else in a district 
of our size. 
 
A motion was made by Bruce Bohren and seconded by Mark Vondracek to approve the minutes as 
presented. 
 
On voice vote, there were: 
 
  Ayes – 6  Nays – 0  Absent – 1 
 
The motion carried. 
 
C. Financial Report 
Member Hall stated she feels the Financial Report should be discussed each month and therefore should 
not be on the consent agenda. Ms. Hall asked several questions regarding the figures reported.  
 
A motion was made by Bruce Bohren and seconded by Joan Morris to approve the financials as reported. 
 
On Roll Call, the votes were: 
Ayes: Joan Morris, Mark Vondracek, Bruce Bohren, Catherine Campbell, L.A. Gregorash 
Nays:  Terry Hall 
Absent:  Carla Little 
The motion carried. 
 
D. Treasurerʼs Report 
Member Hall feels the Treasurerʼs Report should not be part of the consent agenda.  As stated in 
previous meetings, Ms. Hall felt that Board members would appreciate the presence of the Treasurer to 
answer questions. Member Hall questions if the treasurerʼs presence at meetings is part of the contract. 
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A motion was made by Bruce Bohren and seconded by Mark Vondracek to accept the Treasurerʼs Report 
as presented. 
 
On Roll Call, the votes were: 
Ayes: Mark Vondracek, Bruce Bohren, Catherine Campbell, L.A. Gregorash, Terry Hall, Joan 

Morris 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Carla Little 
The motion carried. 
 
E. Employment 
Member Hall stated, the Board should be cautious and think about any new hires as they proceed with 
the budget reduction process. 
 
A motion was made by L.A. Gregorash and seconded by Bruce Bohren to approve the employment 
agenda as presented. 
 
On Roll Call, the votes were: 
Ayes: Bruce Bohren, Catherine Campbell, L.A. Gregorash, Terry Hall, Joan Morris, Mark 

Vondracek 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Carla Little 
The motion carried. 
   
F. Destruction of Closed Session Meeting Audio Recording for June 2008 
Member Campbell would like the opportunity to listen to the tape before it is destroyed. Member Campbell 
feels it is germane to her position on the Board to have the opportunity to possibly learn from listening to 
the recording. 
 
A motion was made by Bruce Bohren and seconded by Mark Vondracek to approve the destruction of the 
closed session meeting audio recording for June 2008. 
 
On Roll Call, the votes were: 
Ayes: L.A. Gregorash, Terry Hall, Joan Morris, Mark Vondracek, Bruce Bohren 
Nays:  Catherine Campbell 
Absent:  Carla Little 
The motion carried. 
 
G. Disposition of District Property 
Member Campbell inquired if an attempt was made to locate a group or charity that would benefit by the 
donation of the districtʼs used computers and equipment. A discussion was held regarding the age, 
condition and usability of the equipment and the difficulties in finding a charity or recycler that is 
interested.  
 
A motion was made by L.A. Gregorash and seconded by Mark Vondracek to dispose of district property 
as presented. 
 
On voice vote, there were: 
 
  Ayes – 6  Nays – 0  Absent – 1 
 
The motion carried. 
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Reports 
Written Reports 

o ARRA Stimulus 
Penny Dagley provided a written report on the status of projects through ARRA funds. There were no 
questions. 
 
o PTA 
Dr. Joy Swoboda made a presentation to the Board of Education. The Woodland PTA received the 
“Over the Top” award from the Illinois PTA for enrolling over 650 new members in the past year. 
Dr. Gregorash thanked Dr. Swoboda for presenting the award, thanked the PTA for their contributions 
to Woodland School and stated the PTA would receive a letter from the Board of Education 
congratulating them for their hard work and contributions. 
 
o Budget Deficit Reduction  
The Board discussed how to format the process to be used for making final decisions on budget 
reductions. After discussion it was agreed to move forward and put on the top of the list those items 
that can be accomplished. The items needing more discussion will follow and the class size and 
paraprofessionals will be moved to the bottom of the list.  
The administration will make the preliminary list. This list can be modified at the meeting on the 4th of 
February. 
The summary sheet should be reduced to 1 or 2 pages. Also, it was discussed to match the item 
number description to the binder and show a running total. 
 
 

 
Board Improvement and Operations 
The Board discussed the following items related to Board Improvement and Operations: 
 

o The April 22, 2010 Governing Board Meeting is the same night as the Annual Infinitec Awards 
Banquet. After discussion it as agreed to move the meeting from the 22nd of April to April 15, 
2010.  

 
 
Status Requests 
The Board members reviewed correspondence to the Board. 
 

• #1 – After discussion it was determined to ask the opinion of the school districtʼs attorney on the 
School Code mentioned and to request the opinion be put in writing. 

• #2 – Suggestion to the Board regarding FACT. This suggestion is already something the district 
does. A thank you will be sent. 

• #3 – FACT suggestion regarding Paraprofessionals for Kindergarten Plus. A thank you will be 
sent. 

• #4 – FACT – The Board feels the FY10 or FY11 needs to be clarified with this community 
member. A note of clarification and thanks will be sent. 

• Band Letters – 2 letters were received on 1-28-10. The requests will be taken under 
consideration. 

 
The February 4, 2010 board packet materials will be sent electronically as a result of the short turn 
around time. Member Campbell will receive a paper copy as an alternative. 
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Closed Session 
A motion was made by Bruce Bohren and seconded by Mark Vondracek to enter into closed session at 
9:44 PM.  
 
On Roll Call, the votes were:   
Ayes –  L.A. Gregorash, Terry Hall, Joan Morris, Mark Vondracek, Bruce Bohren, Catherine 

Campbell   
Nays  -   None   
Absent  -   Carla Little 
The motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Bruce Bohren and seconded by Mark Vondracek to return to open session at 
10:29 PM. 
 
On Roll Call, the votes were:   
Ayes –  Terry Hall, Joan Morris, Mark Vondracek, Bruce Bohren, Catherine Campbell, L.A. 

Gregorsah   
Nays  -   None   
Absent  -   Carla Little 
The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment 
A motion was made by Mark Vondracek and seconded by Joan Morris to adjourn the meeting at 10:30 
PM. 
 
On Roll Call, the votes were:   
Ayes –  Joan Morris, Mark Vondracek, Bruce Bohren, Catherine Campbell, L.A. Gregorash, Terry 

Hall   
Nays  -   None   
Absent  -   Carla Little 
The motion carried. 
 
 
Approved by the Board of Education on March 25, 2010. 
 
 
 
__________________________________                ______________________________________ 
President, L.A. Gregorash         Secretary, Bruce G. Bohren 
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